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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

Triune God, be You our stay; O let us perish never!
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, and grant us life forever.
Keep us from the evil one; uphold our faith most holy,
And let us trust You solely with humble hearts and lowly.
Let us put God’s armor on, with all true Christians running,
Our heavenly race and shunning the devil’s wiles and cunning.
Amen, Amen! This be done; O Lord, have mercy on us.   Amen

TEXT

John 3:1-17
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are 
a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless 
God is with him." Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to him, "How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.

Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" Jesus answered him, "Are 
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, 
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we 
have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  
No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

St. John is the only one to write about this meeting between the Pharisee Nicodemus and Jesus.  it 
is clearly seen as the coming together of the physical and the spiritual world... the coming together 
of the worldly and the godly.  one of the problems that many people have when they first start 
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reading the Bible is the ability to understand the physical points and the spiritual points of a 
reading.  Over time and study, they are able to understand that sometimes the Bible speaks about 
physical things and sometimes it speaks about spiritual things.  it is clear from this lesson that 
Nicodemus was having this very problem... big time.  Did he completely understand the difference 
when he left that evening?  We do not know.  But what we do know is that he came to understand 
the full impact of it on his life.

All the people of the world are physical people.  We are created through the coming together of a 
man and of a woman.  God blessed this union and a child was created.  We went from being an 
embryo, to an infant, to a young child, to an older child, to a young person, to an older person and 
finally to an elderly person.  I will let you decide which group you fall into.  For all too many people 
in the world, that is all they ever become.  They reject the idea and the need of becoming a 
spiritual being as well.  Jesus told Nicodemus this in verse 3;  “...Truly, truly I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  In other words, 
something has to change within a person to make them not only a physical person but also a 
spiritual person as well.  nicodemus was confused by this statement, so Jesus had to go on in 
verses 5 & 6;  “...Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

It was as clear as mud to nicodemus.  We know this because of his question in verse 9 where he 
asks;  “...How can this be?”  Jesus was very direct when He answered him this way in verse 
11;  “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and bear witness to 
what we have seen but you do not receive our testimony.”  And so it was for 
Nicodemus that evening.

The fact of the matter is that so many people are in the dark just like Nicodemus was that 
evening.  And the reason for this is clearly stated in John 3:19 where we read;  “And this is the 
judgement, that the light has come into the world and men loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds are evil.”  As sinful men, we love the dark 
because we hope that it will cover us and our evil deeds.  Simply check the news to see if this is 
not true.  When do most of the crooks come out to do their thing?  Murders, robbers, 
prostitutes, and the list can go on and on.  These same people want only to live and think about 
their physical lives.  They are terrified by the very thought of their spiritual lives because they 
know where they stand... even in the darkest night.

But that is not the way it has to be.  And that was exactly what God has been trying to tell people 
for generations and what Jesus was trying to tell Nicodemus that evening.  John 3:14&15 tells us 
God’s love for people;  “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have 
eternal life.”  Moses had gone to God in prayer for the people he was leading.  And even 
though they were sinful Moses asked that God be merciful.  It was not that looking at a bronze 
serpent could heal them but believing that God could and wanted to was the difference.  It is 
brought home by the story of a man who died and went to heaven.  St. Peter told him that he 
needed 1,000 points to get into heaven.  He asked him how many points he had.  He said that he 
did not know.  St. Peter told him it did not matter because nobody ever had enough points.  At 
that, the man hung his head and sighed, “I guess it’s only by the grace of God that I’ll ever get in.”  
At that point, St. Peter said, “You now have 1,000 points.  Com on in.”  It is that way with all 
people... it is only by the grace of God that we can get in.

John the Baptist understood this when he told the people in John 1:29;  “Behold, the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.”  By the actions of Nicodemus, we can 
believe that he came to understand this good news.  The words of Jesus found in John 3:16-17 led 
him to be born again of the Spirit;  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.”  He could now understand the difference 
between a physical birth and a spiritual birth.  I think we can believe that he acted just like the 
other disciples of Jesus and that he told as many people as he could about the physical birth and 
the spiritual birth that God offers to all man kind.

God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit work together so that we can be taken out 
of our state of confusion and brought into the pure light of God’s Word for us.  The awful price for 
our sins brings us to our knees but our loving and merciful God extends His hands out to us... to 
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lift us up and bring us into the pure light of God’s forgiveness.  It does not take long for people to 
see that we are “born again”.  It shows in every part of our life... to the glory of God.  In a few 
minutes, we will be coming forward to be reminded of all that Jesus Christ did for us.  He gave His 
very body and blood for us.  We receive it in great joy.  We receive it in great peace.  We receive it 
in great thankfulness.  To God be the glory for all He has done for us!

To not understand or not desire to understand that physical and spiritual battles are going on in 
our life is sad.  To not understand nor not desire to understand that there is a worldly world and a 
godly world is sad as well.  Moses prayed for the people he was called to lead to see God’s 
presence in their lives and life.  Jesus prayed for the people He was called to lead to see God’s 
presence in their lives and live better on earth and live for eternity in heaven above.  We are now 
called to pray for people... that they too see God’s presence in their lives and live better on earth 
and live for eternity in heaven above.  I would now like to close with the words of St. Paul which 
can be our words as found in Galatians 2:20;  “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now life in the flesh, 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loves me and gave himself for me.”

May your physical and spiritual life be guided by God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit.

AMEN
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